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Introduction 

The Atebubu-Wiase Forest Landscape Restoration Project aims at improving the 
livelihoods of participating farmers while restoring degraded land areas. Active 
stakeholder engagement is essential for the implementation of any landscape restoration 
action. The multi-stakeholder platform (MSP) established under this project is generally 
acknowledged as being essential to the project's effective execution. Nature and 
Development Foundation has led and organized four (4) MSP meetings to address urgent 
issues on the project. This report covers a one-day multi-stakeholder platform (MSP) 
meeting organised on the 2nd of March 2023, at the Assembly Hall of the Atebubu-
Amantin Municipal Assembly.  

 
 
Attendance  
The turnout to the meeting was excellent. This is as a result of constant reminders and 
follow ups on participants prior to the meeting. The Assembly members' announcements 
and facilitation also contributed to the excellent turnout. In all, 49 participants turned up 
for the meeting; 39(80%) males and 10(20%) females. The number of females increased 
significantly as compared to previous meetings. Participants represented key 
stakeholders from the Forestry Commission, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Municipal and 
District Assemblies for Sene-West and Atebubu-Amantin, sub-chiefs from three 
traditional areas, farmers from communities within Atebubu and Wiase traditional areas, 
and also representatives of NGPTA, APSD and NDF. 

 

Welcome Address 

Honorable Anthony Owusu, the Assemblyman for Bantama community and Chairman for 
the MSP welcomed participants to the meeting after a short prayer delivered by a 
participant from Mframa community. According to Hon. Anthony Owusu, majority of 
participants present especially farmers have benefitted and still benefitting from the 5-
year project through the planting of cashew and other crops. Therefore, there is a need 
for the various stakeholders to act together to ensure the sustainability of the project for 
both present and future generations. The project, he added, involves among others, local 
communities in the landscape planting agroforestry trees such as cashew, mango, and 
timber trees on their plots which will increase the resilience of vulnerable communities to 
climate change and restore the degraded landscape through the incorporation of trees on 
their farms. He finally encouraged all participants to pay maximum attention to every detail 
discussed and contribute fully to make the meeting successful.  
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Figure 1: MSP Chair welcomes participants to the meeting 

 

Purpose of Gathering   

Mr. Glen Asomaning, the Operations Director for the Nature and Development 
Foundation (NDF) briefly   introduced the concept of the project to the participants and 
emphasized on the objective of the Atebubu-Wiase Landcape Restoration project. The 
project, according to him, is implemented to help combat climate change by increasing 
carbon sequestration through the planting of trees. He mentioned that, bushfires is a 
threat to the environment and sadly, bushfires either intentional or due to mere negligence 
is a reoccurring issue in the  Sene West and Atebubu Amantin. Therefore, the 
multistakeholder platform is set to address issues on bushfires, and other concerns 
pointed out in the meeting.                                                                             
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Figure 2: Mr. Asomaning provides purpose of gathering 

Presentation on project progress  

The first presentation was on a report on the project’s progress by Mr. Abraham Yelley 
who mentioned the three aspects of the project as; 

1. Natural Forest Restoration aspect led by APSD 

2. Agroforestry aspect implemented led by communities with the supervision of NGPTA  

3. Multistakeholder platform and community engagement facilitated by NDF  

According to him, the project’s target for 2022 was to plant 900,000 trees.  To date 
891,995 trees have been planted under the  natural forest restoration aspect . Also, under 
the agroforestry programme 222,000 fruit and timber trees have been distributed and 
planted by local farmers in 13 communities. Presently, the survival rate for mangos 
planted in 2022 are at 84%, cashew at 90% and timber trees at 43%. He added that, a 
total of four MSP meetings and community engagements has been organized and 
facilitated by NDF.  

He reported the following as challenges facing the project. 

 low interest of farmers in planting timber trees. 
 Poor handling and mismanagement of timber tree seedlings after distribution  
 lack of rain during the distribution of the trees reflected in the low survival of trees  
 Low participation of females  
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 Land tenure issues  
 Incidences of fire outbreak  

 

Figure 3: Abraham Yelley of NGPTA presents on project progress 

 

After his presentation, the following Suggestions were Made by Participants. 

1. Mr. Eric Kontomah, the new MOFA Director for Sene West Municipality suggested that, 
farmers under the project in addition to the provision of cashew and mango, should also 
be provided with specific tree species such as Senna siamea ,  which would serve as 
woodlot and windbreaks. The response was that the provision of timber and woodlot 
species is a major component of the project. 
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Figure 4: A participant makes a suggestion after the presentation 

 

2. He again argued that the management of the particular variety of mango being 
distributed to farmers is quite costly and therefore, if possible, project implementors 
should consider providing the farmers with the specific local variety of mango they have 
interest in. The response was that the variety will be considered for the next planting 
season even though the market for those are limited to local consumption and not 
commercial processing. 

3. Finally, he added that, project implementors should consider partnering with MOFA in 
organizing programs during which best performing farmers would be awarded to motivate 
other farmers. The response was that the project by its nature supports farmers in whole 
as the project implementers will take no share in the final produce. The award system will 
be tabled however. 

4. A farmer from Garadima community pleaded with project implementors to bring 
suppliers to purchase their produce and also engage with government to standardize 
cashew prices. The response was that the government has set up the Tree Crop 
Development Authority which has cashew as one of the crops. A floor ceiling was however 
set for the previous year’s purchases. 

PRESENTATION BY APSD  
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Mr. Sledge Adokoh, a Community Liaison Officer at APSD, gave a short presentation on 
the natural forest restoration aspect of the project. He mentioned that, in 2022, 423 
hectares of land was prepared for the establishment of one million indigenous species 
(Ofram, Ceiba. Papao, Dawadawa, Senya etc.) due to obstacles beyond their control, the 
goal was not fully met. More than 840, 000 trees were successfully planted. This year, 
plots are again being cleared for planting. He concluded by stating that, the three 
components of the project are interdependent therefore there is the need to help each 
other to collaboratively achieve the objectives of the project.  

 

Figure 5: Representatives of APSD give updates on their component of the project 

Questions and Responses 

Questions Responses 
Why have you adopted strip planting? Is 
there any reason? (Farmer, Mframa 
Community). 

This method is used for large scale 
restoration where the interest is usually in 
a particular commodity. The method can 
also enhance natural regeneration. The 
weeds would however be cleared in due 
time  

Are we (farmers) being encouraged to 
plant the same species planted by APSD? 
(Farmer, Bantama Community) 
 

Response; Yes. you can also decide to 
plant similar species because of its 
benefits to you and future generations 

Presentation on Fire Management  
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Mr. Zakaria Kabore, the rural fire coordinator from the Ghana National Fire Service – 
Atebubu, made a presentation on fire management. He made it known to the participants 
that the control and prevention of bushfires Act 1990, PNDCL 229, bans bush burning 
activities in the dry season, a law which has been widely accepted. He urged all 
participants to comply with the bush fire law in the dry season (November to March) to 
protect and keep the farmlands from fire outbreaks which can cause massive destruction 
to properties. He added that when the laws governing bush burning are obeyed, the 
incidences of fire outbreak would significantly be reduced. He then emphasized on the 
fact that, increase in fire incidences have been recorded in other regions especially the 
Western Region, however due to the privilege of having training on fire management in 
the Atebubu Amantin and Sene West Municipalities, there has been a reduction in fire 
incidence cases as compared to previous years.  He concluded by urging farmers to 
create Fire belts in their farms between August to September in preparation for the fire 
season in order to preserve and protect their valuable investments. He concluded his 
presentation with a short demonstration on how fire extinguishers are used in 
extinguishing fires. 

 

Figure 6: Atebubu-Amantin Rural Fire Coordinator gives a lesson on fire prevention and manaagement 

 

After the presentation, a participant asked if the control and prevention of bushfires Act 
1990, PNDCL 229, only limited to bushfires? what about domestic fires? Mr. Kabore 
responded in the negative and highlighted the dangers with domestic fires also and by 
demonstrating the use of fire extinguishers as well. 

Discussions On the Land Tenure Issue  
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Mr. Glen Asomaning, the Operations Director of Nature and Development Foundation, 
informed participants on certain conditions established by the Wiase Traditional Council 
members governing land tenure. The conditions, according to Mr. Glen Asomaning 
applies only to migrant farmers in the Bantama community who were prevented from 
planting cashew and mango in the previous planting season. This may however extend 
to other migrant farmers in the Wiase traditional area in the coming years. The following 
are the conditions proposed.  

1. Before a migrant farmer will be permitted to receive cashew seedlings from the project 
to plant, the farmer will have to submit a receipt of payment of Gh₵100 being contribution 
towards the annual festival of the traditional council. Other conditions such as the 
provision of a number of tubers of yams is also included. This is an age-old tradition which 
migrant farmers are already aware of. It must however be noted that farmers  

2. Upon maturity (i.e. in about 5 years) and harvesting of the planted trees (emphasis on 
cashew), it is proposed that migrant farmers will pay a total sum of GH₵ 500 per acre 
from their proceeds  to the traditional council.  

3. Migrant farmers will only have access to one hectare (two and a half acres) of land 
area for farming. However, based on the relationship between the migrant farmer and 
his/her chief, this condition can be subjected to change. Also, migrant farmers requiring 
large plots of land for large scale plantation purposes, upon consultation with the chiefs, 
can be granted lands but under different conditions.   

It must be noted that all of these are proposals which is expected to be communicated to 
the leadership of the different migrant communities. They are expected to meet, 
deliberate on these proposals and approach the Traditional Council for discussions on 
them. The Traditional Council is willing to engage to discuss further. 
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Figure 7: A participant asks a question during the discussion on land tenure 

 

Conclusion  

The workshop was well-organised and successful. Participants were highly interested in the 
topics discussed and the measures identified and adopted in dealing with the current or 
pending issues on land tenure.  Participants also pledged to put in their maximum efforts to 
protect the farmlands from bush fire.  

 

Issues Log and Action Points  

Issue Status Actions until the next MSP meeting 

Communication Ongoing  

How can members help communicate 
better on project objectives 
 
The project resolved to use Community 
Information Centers to educate and spread 
information about the project 
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Better gender 
representation 

Done. But 
there is more 
room for 
improvement 

Women empowerment plan 
Bring in more female speakers to address 
their issues 

Farmer representatives Done NGPTA field staff to help farmers to select 
their representatives to the MSP 

Land Tenure Ongoing 
Criteria defined to make possible for migrant 
farmers to have a higher participation in the 
project. 

Low participation of 
migrant Farmers Ongoing  To be solved following the criteria definition 

mentioned above 

Bushfire management and 
control 

Implementation 
is ongoing. It is 
a recurrent 
activity 

Development of Bushfire management plan 
including MSP recommendations to be 
agreed and start implementation in the 
next MSP meeting 
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List of participants 
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